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Mission Statement 

Caring for animals in need.  The homeless, strays, abused, neglected, lost. 

Heal them, love them, help them find a home.  

Penny, Second in Command 

Joel, Head Shelter Cat 



The mission of Northwoods Humane Society is caring for animals in need. 
The homeless, strays, abused, neglected, lost. 
Heal them, love them, help them find a home.  

WELCOME FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Thanks to all of you for another 

fantastic year. According to the 

calendar, 2015 has ended.  This 

was our 15th year in our “new” 

building. We have definitely put 

some wear and tear on things.  We 

have a wonderful crew of volunteer 

maintenance people that help keep 

the place going!   I thank the first 

folks that had the vision of building 

a shelter in our community.  They 

saw a need and filled a large void 

in our county and for this we are 

thankful!  

We enjoy meeting your families 

and helping you find new family 

members!  Please take some time 

to email us or stop in with your 

special success stories. We love to 

hear them!  

 

Thank you as always for your 

donations and continued support.  

We are truly honored to know you. 

 
 

~ Brenda Farr Zelinka 
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SUCCESS STORIES 

Fletch:  

F le t ch  was adop ted and re tu rned to 

Northwoods twice during a span of five 

months.  He was a noisy but sweet fellow 

who liked to run away.  Then in August he 

was adopted and started his new life.  His 

new owner brought him to Beginners 

Obedience Classes at the Animal Medical 

Center in Lindstrom.  Fletch barked the entire 

time during the first class, but both his owner 

and trainer Shelly persevered and Fletch 

improved and completed his eight-week 

training course — receiving his certificate in 

the photo!  Due to a lot of love, a little 

patience, and effort, Fletch is doing very well 

with his new family! 

Blanche:  

Blanche, the Beagle with Cushing’s disease, 
developed quite the following during her 11 

months at Northwoods in 2015.  She spent the 
majority of her time in a foster home, but 

patience paid off and in early January (2016) 

Blanche was adopted to very loving couple.  A 
huge thanks to her adopters for opening their 

homes to this sweet girl and to her foster 
family for caring for her!  
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“We can’t begin to thank you 

enough for all of your hard 

work and dedication to our 

animals and the shelter.  For 

2015, all of you donated a 

grand total of 21,535 

volunteer hours which is 

amazing!  We realize that 

without your help, we would 

not be able to stay open and 

consequently not be able to 

help our pets find the loving, 

forever home that they 

deserve.  We know how 

difficult it is to find time in 

your busy schedules and to 

give up some of your valued 

free time to commit to the 

well-being of our pets.  That’s 

what makes them special — 

caring people!”  

- Debby Brunette 

Volunteer Coordinator 

 

Please contact the Volunteer 

Coordinator at  

651-982-0240 ext. 304  or 

volunteer@northwoodshs.org 

with questions about 

volunteering. 

HOW CAN YOU GET INVOLVED? 

  

VOLUNTEER POSITIONS 

Dog Walking 2,813.25 

Cat Socializing 896.90 

Foster Care 14,248.00 

Fundraising/Event Planning 1,167.50 

Transportation/Other (including administrative assistance) 480.75 

Adoption Counseling 1,929.25 

                                                                             TOTAL HOURS 21,535.65 

We had 923 cats and dogs come through our doors in 2015.  As a nonprofit  

organization, NHS operates within a limited budget, thereby relying on the  
countless efforts of our volunteers.  NHS would not be able to accomplish all the 

good that is done in our community without the volunteers who selflessly donate 
their energy.  

For information on how you can become an NHS volunteer, please visit our  

Web site at: http://northwoodshs.org/positions/. 

Adoption Counselor: Assists and counsels potential adoptive clients in 

choosing the right dog or cat for their home; usually the first impression 
people have of Northwoods. 

Greeter: Greets customers and answers phones. 

Board Member: Assists with strategic planning, fundraising, ambassadorship 

and evaluation. 

Building Maintenance: Assists with general repairs and improvements from 
broken faucets to painting walls. 

Cat Socialization: Provides their assigned cat social interaction by spending 
time with them, brushing and cuddling. 

Dog Walking and Kennel Cleaning: Provides exercise and socialization to 
dogs, which is essential to their physical and mental well-being. 

Foster Care: Provides temporary care for abandoned, orphaned, sick and 

pregnant animals. 

Fundraising/Events: Includes all aspects of fundraising and event 

planning, from contacting sponsors and handling mailings to event set-up and 
cleanup. 

Grant Researcher: Assists in researching and writing for grant funding 

opportunities. 

Veterinary Technician Helper: Assists Vet Tech with animal examinations, 

blood draws, vaccinations, worming and general medical duties. 

mailto:volunteer@northwoodshs.org
http://northwoodshs.org/positions/


As a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, NHS relies heavily upon the involvement of our community members. 

Participating in fundraising events is a great way to support the pets at NHS and learn more about your 
community’s local animal shelter. 

 
2015 EVENTS INCLUDED: 

 

Walk with the Animals - May 3rd 
Our 16th Annual Walk with the Animals was a day of pet-

friendly activities including: coordinated walk, agility course, 
paw print paintings and silent auction.  This annual event was 

held at Lent Town Hall and raised a staggering $20,601. 

 

 

 

 

Pet Jubilee - October 17th 
Our Halloween-themed party invited our community’s pets and 

their humans for a day full of games, paw print art, lunch, Bingo, 

pet costume contests and Chisago County K9, Kilo.  This event was 
also held at Lent Town Hall.  Together we raised $12,096. 

 

 

 

Santa Paws - November 14th and 15th  
Our annual photo event, Santa Paws, was held at Forest Lake 

Senior Center and hosted photo sessions for the whole family 
(with or without Santa).  Some of the adoptable pets and many 

Northwoods alumni came in to take their picture and tell Santa 

what they wanted for Christmas.  This event raised $2,133. 

 

 

 

 

Give to the Max Day - November 12th 
During this 24-hour online day of giving our generous donors helped 

us raise an incredible $10,383! 

 

FUNDRAISING & GRANTS 
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http://northwoodshs.org/fundraising-events/give-to-the-max-day-success-2
http://northwoodshs.org/fundraising-events/santa-paws-success-2015
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2015 GRANTS INCLUDED: 

 

Lil Bub’s Big Fund for the ASPCA: 

“Albert” the cat arrived at Northwoods with a severely injured leg.  After his veterinarian 

assessment, it was determined that he needed his leg amputated.  Thanks to a generous 
$1,000 grant from the ASPCA Lil Bub’s Big Fund, he was able to have the needed  

surgery with all of his costs covered by the grant!  And to make things even better, the 
remaining grant funds were used for “Stewart” the adorable senior Labrador who needed 

an extensive dental, as well as assisting with the eye enucleation for “Mildred” the cat.  

“Blanche”, a 9 year old Beagle, was surrendered to Northwoods Humane Society in Feb-

ruary of 2015.  Shortly after her arrival, symptoms became evident that she had a health 
issue common in her breed and age.  After an initial test, our suspicions were correct.  

Blanch was diagnosed with Cushing's Disease, a disease of her adrenal glands.  She 
needed multiple tests to determine the dosage of medication she would require for the rest of her life.  A $1,000 grant 

from Lil’ Bub’s Fund helped cover Blanche’s medication costs ($115/month).   

Subaru Share the Love Shelter-Dealership Event: 

This event was primarily an adoption day for dogs and cats.  We performed adoptions on-site, and all adopted animals 
left with a collar and personalized identification tag.  We also used the event to educate the community on the  

importance of having proper identification on pets.  As community outreach, we gave away ID tags during the event, 
which were engraved on-site at the event.  The event was held December 5, 2015 on the White Bear Lake Subaru  

showroom floor, and Northwoods also received $1,500! 

Adoption Ambassador Program:  

Northwoods received a grant for $1,350 to implement the Adoption Ambassador 
Program.  This program will allow both dogs and cats to be in the comfort of a 

foster home during the time they are awaiting adoption. 

Petco Holiday Wishes: 

The Petco Holiday Wishes grant campaign, in partnership with Halo Pets,  
awarded Northwoods Humane Society $50,000 and 10,000 bowls of Halo  

natural pet food for our shelter.  Thank you to Kacie Carlson for submitting Maple’s amazing story!  To read the full sub-

mission, please see our Web site at http://northwoodshs.org/petco-holiday-wishes/. 

http://northwoodshs.org/petco-holiday-wishes/


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President 

Rebecca Schultz 

Vice President 

Muffy Hejny Guptill 

Treasurer 

David Gorman 

Secretary 

Ruth Nordquist 

Board Members 

Dr. Ann Edmonds 

Jack Felix 

Vicci Mattsfield 

Michelle Pommier 

Lynn Scaturro-Walton 

 

 

 

If you have the desire to be a 

part of a successful nonprofit 

business utilizing strategic 

planning, fundraising, 

ambassadorship and 

evaluation, we welcome your 

efforts. If you have experience 

in animal welfare, finance, 

human resources, legal or 

marketing, that is desired. 

For more information:  

http://northwoodshs.org/

positions/  

 

Northwoods Humane Society regularly partners with other animal welfare 
groups to best serve the needs of pets around the country.  At times NHS 

reaches out to specific-breed rescues to give difficult adoption candidates 

another chance at adoption.  NHS also collaborates with other shelters, 
rescues and Animal Control agencies to take in pets when there are too many 

and not enough adoption traffic at other locations.  NHS is committed to 
working with responsible partners to benefit the pets we serve. 

PET STATISTICS 
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Pets Stats CANINES FELINES TOTAL 

2015 INTAKE 303 620 923 

2014 INTAKE 347 728 1075 

        

2015 ADOPTIONS 190 589 779 

2014 ADOPTIONS 231 630 861 

        

2015 RECLAIMED 92 9 101 

2014 RECLAIMED 100 5 105 

        

2015 EUTHANASIA 24 51 75 

2014 EUTHANASIA 30 112 142 

We feel so fortunate that the Scandia Elementary Peace Team continues 

to support us and the pets we care for.  The students worked hard to    
collect supplies such as bleach, exam gloves and cat litter.  In addition to 

supplies, they also collected and donated over $450.   

Thank you Peace Team!   

http://northwoodshs.org/positions/
http://northwoodshs.org/positions/


Northwoods Humane Society is an independent, nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization.  NHS is not affiliated with any 
other Humane Society and receives no support from them.  NHS does not receive funding from the state of 

Minnesota or the counties or cities served.  Every dollar raised comes through donations, earned revenue (e.g., 
adoption fees, retail sales, etc.), fundraising events and grants.  NHS depends on the support of our local 

community to provide the highest quality services to the pets entrusted to us. 

We receive reliable high rankings according to national charity ranking organizations such as GuideStar and 

Charity Navigator. 

FINANCIAL STATISTICS 
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Humane Society of the United 

States 

$0 

Animal Humane Society $0 

State, County or City $0 

Grants $54,850 

General Donations $160,514 

Adoptions, Surrenders and      

Reclaims 

$113,033 

Fundraising* $47,876 

Retail $18,631 

TOTAL $394,904 

Animal Care $67,661 

Fundraising $9,711 

Retail $14,317 

Operations $231,516 

TOTAL $323,205 

Is Northwoods a “no-kill” organization?   
 
Northwoods Humane Society is a limited-
admissions facility.  We do NOT euthanize to 
make room for more animals or put a time 
limit on their stay.  However, we do 
euthanize for severe temperament or health 
issues.  Because our ability to take in animals 
is directly related to our adoptions, 
sometimes we are unable to accept new 
animals into our shelter or we have a waiting 
list for appointments to surrender your pet. 

*Fundraising total includes events (the Walk, Pet Jubilee, and Santa 

Paws), Give to the Max Day and Online Auctions.  It also includes 
online fundraising parties throughout the year in which community 

members host parties and donate the proceeds to Northwoods 
Humane Society, such as a Jamberry, Usborne Book and Younique.  



Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 

Mailing Address Line 5 
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Where Broken Hearts Are 

Healed By 

Second Chances 

As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, it has been the support of our community that has allowed us to successfully 

maintain our shelter, facilitate countless adoptions, and respond to the steady call for the rescue of pets in need. 

Whether you can donate money, time or items, we welcome whatever you can do! 

If you are able to make a monetary donation, or would like to make a donation in honor or remembrance of 

someone special, there are many ways to do so. 

Please visit our Web site at www.northwoodshs.org. 

GOALS: 

 Provide quality care and adoption services for companion animals in Chisago County and the surrounding area. 

 Educate the community regarding the humane treatment of animals and promoting the welfare of animals. 

 Demonstrate excellence in care and sheltering of animals. 

 Promote responsible pet ownership with special emphasis on spaying and neutering. 

 Advocate public policies that promote compassionate treatment of all animals. 

 Aid in prevention of and provide referrals for prosecuting cruelty to animals. 

    Foster positive human/animal bonds. 

http://northwoodshs.org/ways-to-help/

