
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission  
Northwoods Humane Society’s mission is to enhance the lives of 
pets in need and the people who care about them. 

Vision 
We envision a community where every animal, and the 
relationship between people and pets, is valued and cherished.  

Programs 
Northwoods Humane Society provides compassionate care and 
safe shelter for animals through our programs and services.  

2024 Annual Report 
 



We serve the community by: 

· accepting dogs and cats from owners who can no longer 
care for them through our Surrender Program,  

· reuniting families with their lost animals through our Lost & 
Found Program,  

· connecting animals in our care with permanent, loving 
homes through our Adoption Program, and  

· work in collaboration with community law enforcement and 
animal control agencies to provide shelter for stray pets.  

Whether a person is adopting a new pet, students are learning 
about the importance of the humane treatment of animals, or a 
family is seeking referrals to best care for their pet, community 
members benefit from our educational resources.  

Dogs stay in our care for an average of 20 days and cats for an 
average of 30 days. Our animal care and vet medicine teams 
assess each animal when they arrive at Northwoods. From here, 
we develop a schedule of medical treatment, enrichment, and 
day-to-day support. We make sure each animal is up to date on 
vaccines and receive spay or neuter surgery before they go to their 
forever home. With a veterinarian and vet medicine team on staff, 
we are also able to support our partner animal welfare 
organizations with lower cost vet services. 

Community 
While our reach has grown, we continue to provide essential 
services to our nearby communities. Most of the stray and 
surrendered animals, 86%, come to us from Anoka, Chisago, Isanti, 
Pine, and Washington counties in Minnesota and Polk County in 
Wisconsin. 78% of adopters come from the same area but families 
from Metro counties made up an additional 20%.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2024 Goals & Accomplishmen 
Northwoods Humane Society’s seeks to provide exemplary care for 
animals and be a trusted community resource.  

Pet Information  

 Intake Adoptions Returned to 
Owner/ 
Transferred 

Dogs 368 301 58 
Cats 940 844 23 

 

Surgery 

 NHS Other 
Agencies 

Total 

Dog 
Spay/Neuter 

239 573 812 

Cats 
Spay/Neuter 

721 645 1366 

Dental 86 88 174 
General 62 45 107 

Pet Adoptions 
6.1.23-5.31.25 

Pet Surrenders  
6.1.23-5.31.25 



Board of Directors & Staf f 
Muffy Guptill, President  
Barb Rice, Vice President  
Kristine Hildebrand, Secretary  
Beth Beaman, Director  
Vickie Kelley, Director  
Vicci Mattsfield, Director  
Staff 

Renee Rude, Executive Director 
Rachel Beduhn, Shelter Manager 
Debby Brunette, Volunteer and Foster Coordinator 
Lorrie Janssen, Adoption and Intake Supervisor 
Deena Anders, Development Director 
 

Happy Tail 

Larry arrived with multiple injuries to his head and 
body, a broken tooth, and a fractured leg. 
Northwoods’ vet, Dr. Jim, realized that the fracture 
could not be set and that Larry’s leg needed to be 
amputated. Dr. Jim also noticed that Larry’s vision 
had been affected; he seemed to only see light and 
shadows.  

When Larry found his forever home, it included another cat, 
Sophie, who became his best friend. Since Larry could not see well, 
he learned to get around by following the sound of Sophie’s bell. 
But that was before his family found the specialist who was able to 
correct his vision. Now, “he loves watching the birds and squirrels 
outside with his sister Sophie. He is the most resilient little guy and 
has brought so much joy to our family!” 

  



Financials 
Program Costs in 2024 for adoption and care of companion 

animals: $857,789 
 

Balance Sheet                                              Income & Expenses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


